WELCOME TO USPA’s US NATIONALS
At Skydive Arizona

By Melissa Nelson

The Beginning...

The vendors tents are set up, the judging booths are built, banners hung and judges and competitors have been arriving throughout the last two days.  Slowly, we’ve been watching the drop zone come alive. 

The skies and grounds of the drop zone become more colorful and full of life from friends all over the country.

This is an exciting time of year.  All your work over the last year is put on display at the largest and busiest skydiving event of the year.  Did we train hard enough?  Should we have had another coaching weekend?  Whose going to be here?  It all boils down to see whose on top here at the USPA Nationals.

My personal advice to athletes:  trust your skills, don’t try anything something different from training and mostly, have fun and share the excitement back at your home DZ.

We’re all very excited you’re here and welcome you to Skydive Arizona!!

                 * * * *

Be sure to take advantage of the food vendors outside the main hangar.  THE FRY’S KETTLE CORN (they have fresh lemonade), HOT DOG STAND and HARDCORE CATERING.  

And a special thanks to this year’s USPA US Nationals sponsors - Sun Path, Relative Workshop and Performance Designs!!

Please be sure to see a member of the Skydive Arizona staff so that we may help in making your stay awesome!

Have fun, fly safe!!

SCHEDULE & INFO
By Brian Burke

Formation Skydiving

All 4-way FS teams must be registered by 5 PM on Saturday. The briefing and draw for 4-way FS will take place Saturday at 6 PM in the main building. (Where manifest and judging take place.) 8-way registration will close Monday at 5 PM and the draw will take place at 6 PM. For teams that may have members finishing up 4-way that evening, it might be wise to register for 8-way at the same time as 4-way.

Note: the entire team need not be present at the registration/draw. However, they do need to be ready to start competition the next morning as early as 7 AM. Details on the next day’s schedule will be posted daily as they become available.

If the forecast remains good, we will attempt to complete all rounds of 4-way before moving to 8-way. In theory 4-way can finish Monday afternoon, but delays could push that back until Tuesday morning. 8-way teams can expect to hear there official start time at the draw on Monday night.

10-way competitors should expect to register Wednesday and briefing and draw will be that evening. 16-way will do the same on Thursday, competing on Friday.

ALL times and days are subject to change due to weather or other logistical issues!

Canopy Formations

Principal briefing and the first draw will be at 6:00 Sunday night in the video/creeper area south and west of the main competition hangar. Registration will remain open until 5 PM the day before the event is scheduled to start. At this time, the probable event order will be 4-rotation, 4-sequential, 8-speed, finish 4- and 8-, 2-way. This is subject to change. At the first briefing we will discuss when to issue the draw for different events. It is possible the draw will be held the night prior to each event’s start.

Artistic Events

We will complete round one of all disciplines before proceeding to 

round two. Therefore, all disciplines must be registered by 5 PM Monday. The briefing and draw will take place at 6:30 PM Monday in the creeper/video area south and west of the main hangar. I hope to complete three rounds in all events on day one, but competitors should expect the pace of jumping to be such that they are never jumping far ahead of the scoring process.

Classics

Both Style and Accuracy must register by 5 PM Monday. The briefing and draw will be in the Style and Accuracy building, out by the tunnel, at 5:30 PM. Event start times will be announced at the close of registration.

4-Way VFS
Plan to register on Thursday by 5 PM. If there are 4-way VFS competitors entered in AE or FS events the jump order and schedule may be affected by this. 

CLOSING CEREMONIES 

– Saturday, October 28th, 2006

Begins at 6:30pm at the DC-3 hangar.  Dinner served at 7pm.  Party at the Bent Prop circus tent and bring your Halloween costumes and dance to DJ Lupita!!

                        * * * * 

SAFETY INFORMATION
By Brandon Atwood

The landing direction in the Main landing area is straight East or straight West only, determined by the first person to land from your load.  Hopefully this person chooses to land which ever direction is mostly into the wind.  If you do not like the direction this person has chosen then you can land anywhere in our vast desert.  Your canopy might get a little dirty but that is nothing another skydive won’t fix.  

The landing direction in the South landing area is straight North or straight South.  The same rules apply here as in the Main landing area.  

We have a very busy week ahead of us.  We plan on having an Otter dropping every four minutes.  Everyone needs to be on top of their game.  Keep your eyes open and make every decision a smart and safe one.  Also, leave your egos at home.  This competition is not about how close you can land to the mock-up or how cool you can swoop.  We all know you guys are awesome - that is why you are here.  Focus your energy in freefall and making it to the ground safely.   

SAFETY TIPS

1 - Do Not Cross The Runway Below 500 Feet (or 156 meters)

2 - NO FLY ZONE  - Above the wind tunnel or directly above DZ facilities below 500 feet (156 meters)

3 - Follow First Person Down

4 - Runway Is Fenced Off

5 -  There are logs and solar lights along the road to the wind tunnel.

Oh yeah, don’t forget to have fun.

GETTING TO KNOW YOU

By Melissa Nelson

As our Athletes, Judges, Vendors and friends arrive for this competition extravaganza, it’s nice to see old friends and especially make new ones. 

The people is why most of us have stuck around the sport besides sharing the love of skydiving.  Here, we not only where we bond with our teammates, but make life-long friends. Nationals is a common ground for athletes who share more than the love, but a life-style.  

In each edition we’ll meet many athletes who all share the similar road to competition and learn about a few people who share this great experience.

Here is a quick glimpse of a few 4-Way athletes you may see around and may want to get to know.

JOHN HAMILTON
Team:  Elsinore Gravity

Class:  4-Way Open

Home DZ:  Skydive Lake Elsinore

Car Accidents:  1

Skydiving Accidnets: 0

Cutaways:  15

Jumps:  15,600

National Competitions:  16th in a row

Shout Out:  “I love my kids, Spencer and Alyssa.”

John Hamilton is not only the co-operator of Skydive Lake Elsinore in California, he’s about to run a half iron man after Nationals!!

SUSAN CROWE
Team: Sirens

Class:  4-Way Intermediate

Home DZ:  Chicagoland Skydiving

Car Accidents:  3

Skydiving Accidents:  1

Cutaways:  2

Jumps:  958

National Competitions:  2nd

Shout Out:  “Hey Doug and TD, thanks for the ride!”

CHARLIE MARKIN
Judge:  4-Way FS, VFS, Style and

Accuracy

Home DZ:  Snohomish, WA

Car Accidents:  1

Skydiving Accidents:  1

Jumps:  2900 +

Shout Out:  “Hello to my wife, Karyn!”

Charlie is thought to be Canadian however assures me he is not.  He is also an avid snow skier.  

* * * *

AUTHOR TIDBITS

4-Way VRW

To me, this is a very exciting year for Nationals as this is the first official test event for 4-Way Vertical Relative Work (VRW) or Vertical Formation Skydiving (VFS).  

A little over two years ago I sat in my office in the cold weather of Chicago thinking that the sport could use a little challenge - especially freefliers on a competition level.  Having several conversations with my brother, Rook, we thought 4-Way VRW was the wave of the future and thus the idea has now taken flight into a National level test event in such a short time.

Since creating a manual regarding rules and formations and presenting these ideas to the USPA Board of Directors and IPC, team Mandrin consisting of Eric Deren, Brian Buckland, Dave Brown, Jon Pinyon and Kyle Stark took the baton in hosting competitions and testing out all the rules and moves smoothing out the wrinkles in VRWs evolution.   

Even though 4-Way VRW has been introduced around the world, it has never been officially recognized as an event.  USPA judges will be the first panel to exercise all the rules.

It’s been quite an exciting and fast evolution and it seems to me that so many people are interested in seeing what teams will bring to the table.  So after tiring questions as to, How will we judge the video?  Is their enough interest? How do you judge blocks?  Can we see all the points?  We’re all going to find out how and will it work here at and on a National level.  

                   * * * *

WEATHER

According to SkydivingWeather.com

Saturday 10.21.06
Skies:
Clear/Sunny

Average High:
76F

Winds: 
NE 5-15 mph

Saturday NIGHT

Skies: 
Clear

Average Low:
46F

Winds:
NE 5-15 mph

Sunday 10.22.06

Skies:
Clear/Sunny

Average High:
78F

Winds:
E to NW 5-15 mph

Sunday NIGHT

Skies:
Mostly Clear

Average Low:
40F

Winds:
NW 5-15 mph

                  * * * *

