
WELCOME TO THE USPA NATIONALS
At Skydive Arizona

** NEWS FLASH **
 For:  4-WAY FS
From:  Brian Burke

The original schedule for 
the 4-Way FS briefing / draw-
ing has been changed to meet 
at the BIG Red and White Tent 
next to the Bent Prop restau-
rant at 6 p.m.  The Video Brief-
ing will be held in the main 
hangar also at 6 p.m.  

Pass the word!!  (The 
schedule has been included in 
all competitor packets.)  
     Should you have any ques-
tions about this change, please 

see Brian Burke.
  
          * * * *

CORRECTIONS TO YES-
TERDAYs  NEWSLETTER

*  Front cover photo by 
Mike McGowan

*  Cover photo - 4-Way 
Team Kaleidoscope from Davis,  
CA

* * * *

Check out 
www.OmniSkore.com

OFFICIAL PRACTICE 
DAY

by melissa nelson

The weekend is here and the 
energy is strong.  The lines 
throughout the hangar and 
commotion around the DZ is 
certainly evidence that Nation-
als is here!

And how exciting!  It’s hard not 
to get caught up in it all.  
Teams are running around get-
ting on loads on the official 
practice day.  Judges had a 
grueling day yesterday getting 
in sync working in their sta-
tions (or otherwise called the 
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“Fishbowl”).  Today the judges 
are getting last minute details 
organized. The Skydive Arizona 
staff is certainly busy today 
greeting the teams with waiv-
ers, goodie bags, name tags, 
gear checks, etc.  

There are many hugs among 
everyone being passed around 
freely.  One of my favorite 
things in this sport.  

So, I just stood in the main 
hangar and watched the drop 
zone breathe.  It’s certainly 
apparent skydivers share quite 
a special bond.  And correct 
me if I’m wrong but it seems 
that all the competitors thus 
far have greeted each other 
with warm hugs and hellos.  It 
just seems that the competi-
tion is left in the air, not on the 
ground or towards each other.  
I’ve always felt that as an Ar-
tistic Competitor, it’s great to 
see among everyone.  

And today marks the official 
Practice Day for 4-Way FS.  
Tonight will be the exciting 
draw of formations and final 
discussions of clarifying rules 
and all other questions.  

Many will dirt dive after the 
draw and the drop zone will be 
quiet again until the next 
morning sun rises over the de-
sert horizon.  Then it’s heart 
racing time - competition!  And 
the drop zone will be alive 
again with the movement of 
airplanes, athletes, staff, ven-
dors and parachutes.

Is your team ready?  Are you 
excited?  Don’t you love that 
you are here?  Whether this is 
your first or fifteenth National 
competition, I wish you a safe 
and fun experience that you 
will share with your friends at 
home.  And maybe one day, 
we’ll see them at the next 
USPA Nationals.

* * * *

GO! TEAM GO!

Who are you rooting for?  
Which 4-Way team is your fa-
vorite?  Any “Shout Outs” for 
your home team? Who do you 
think will win Open, Advanced 
or Intermediate 4-Way? 

E-mail me (or see me running 
around the DZ with my note-
book) at 
SDASpotlight@yahoo.com and 
let me know your answers to 
these questions!!

* * * *

SAFETY INFORMATION
By Brandon Atwood

(This is a repeat from yesterday’s 
article, however it is important that 
this news is fresh and passed on to all  
athletes.)

The landing direction in the Main 
landing area is straight East or 
straight West only, determined by the 
first person to land from your load.  
Hopefully this person chooses to 
land which ever direction is mostly 
into the wind.  If you do not like the 
direction this person has chosen then 
you can land anywhere in our vast 
desert.  Your canopy might get a little 
dirty but that is nothing another sky-
dive won’t fix.  

The landing direction in the South 
landing area is straight North or 
straight South.  The same rules apply 
here as in the Main landing area.  

We have a very busy week ahead of 
us.  We plan on having an Otter drop-
ping every four minutes.  Everyone 
needs to be on top of their game.  
Keep your eyes open and make every 
decision a smart and safe one.  Also, 
leave your egos at home.  This com-
petition is not about how close you 
can land to the mock-up or how cool 
you can swoop.  We all know you 
guys are awesome - that is why you 
are here.  Focus your energy in free-
fall and making it to the ground 
safely.   

SAFETY TIPS

1 - Do Not Cross The Runway 
Below 500 Feet (or 156 meters)

2 - NO FLY ZONE  - Above the 
wind tunnel or directly above DZ 
facilities below 500 feet (156 me-
ters)

3 - Follow First Person Down

4 - Runway Is Fenced Off

5 -  There are logs and solar lights 
along the road to the wind tunnel.

Oh yeah, don’t forget to have fun.   

                    * * * * 

WEATHER
(According to www.Weather.com)

TODAY 10.21.06
*  Sunny
*  High  87F;  Low  54F
*  Winds - NE 6 mph
*  No Precip.

TOMORROW 10.22.06
*  Sunny
*  High  89F;  Low  58F
*  Winds - ENE 5 mph
*  No Precip.
*  SUNRISE:  6:36 am
*  SUNSET:  5:46 p.m.

MONDAY  10.23.06
*  Partly Cloudy
*  High  91F;  Low  63F
*  Winds - ESE 2 mph
*  SUNRISE:  6:36 am
*  SUNSET:  5:45 p.m.
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GETTING TO KNOW 
YOU
By Melissa Nelson

As our Athletes, Judges, Vendors 
and friends arrive for this com-
petition extravaganza, it’s nice 
to see old friends and especially 
make new ones. 

The people is why most of  us 
have stuck around the sport be-
sides sharing the love of  skydiving.  
Here, we not only we bond with our 
teammates, but make life-long friends. 
Nationals is a common ground for 
athletes who share more than the 
love, but a life-style.  

In each edition we’ll meet many ath-
letes who all share the similar road to 
competition and learn about a few 
people who share this great experi-
ence.

In today’s edition I took the time to 
interview a few busy people that work 
behind the scenes to help out in mak-
ing Nationals a safe and fun environ-

ment as well as a few 4-Way
 competitors.  

SUSIE TAYLOR
(Pictured:  Left, Susie with 
manifestor, Barbara )

Pilot:  Commercial, CFI, 
Instrument, Single/Multi-

Engine  Ratings 
Home DZ:  
Skydive Arizona
Jumps:  109
Susie has been working for Sky-
dive Arizona for almost 3 years.  I 
asked her what has been the 
preparations in flying for one of  
the busiest events in skydiving:
SUSIE:  We have briefings each morn-
ing because teamwork and communica-
tion is SO important, then we take it 
into the air.  It’s like our day-to-day 
operations times 10!  We need to keep 
track as to where each plane is and 
again, communication is key.  
Susie expects to fly the most loads in 
a day here during Nationals, but may 
be tough to beat after flying at 
Rantoul.
Shout Out:  “To my big, redneck 
brother, Jeffrey who taught me every-
thing I know about the Sky-van.  And 
I miss him.”

BRANDON ATWOOD

Staff:  Day-To-Day Operations
Home DZ:  Skydive Arizona
Car Accidents:  2, 1 motorcycle
Skydiving Accidents:  0
Cutaways:  1
Jumps:  1800
Brandon loves the excitement of  
big events such as Nationals.  “I 
thrive on times when it’s busy,” he 
comments.  He also says it’s been 
hectic since Nationals has begun, 
but not to worry, Brian (Burke) 
has everything in order.  

RYAN SMITH
(Pictured:  Right, Ryan with teammate)

Team:  Dallas Thunder
Class:  4-Way Open
Home DZ:  Skydive Dallas
Car Accidents:  1
Skydiving Accidents:  0
Cutaways:  1 CRW wrap
Jumps:  8500
What attracts you to 4-way 
than all other disciplines?
- Get to go fast!  Freeflying for me, 
would take too much time to per-
fect.
What do you think about 4-
Way VRW introduction to 
Nationals?
- It’s awesome!  One thing at my 
DZ is that RW jumpers over the 
last 20 years they’ve mastered the 
techniques how to train, how to 
judge yourself  against other 
teams, etc.  Freefliers are going 

through that growing period now, 
being more involved in debriefs 
and dirt diving skydives and get-
ting to the DZ earlier.  The more 
structure freeflying sees, the faster 
it will grow.
Who is your 4-way Role 
Model?  Why?
Kirk Verner.  He seems to do it 
the right way with a great atti-
tude.  He’s an overall great guy.
How did you get your team 
name?
- (Laughing) Jim Klinge and I did 
a road trip and called out names 
on every billboard and street sign 
until we came across “thunder.”  
We just added Dallas and became 
“Dallas Thunder.”
What does 4-way mean to 
you?
- It’s not 4-way so much as it’s the 
people.  It’s about the social envi-
ronment and the experience.  It’s 
about the people.
Who is your overall role 
model?
- My wife, Cathy Smith, she’s 
perfect.

STEVE SIMAR

Team:  Elsinore Gravity
Class:  4-Way Open
Home DZ:  Skydive Elsinore
Car Accidents:  2
Skydiving Accidents:  0
Cutaways:  0
Jumps:  2000
What attracts you to 4-way 
than all other disciplines?
- It hit me at the right time in my 
skydiving career.  Was going to 
freefly but John Hamilton rec-
ommended that I get on Equinox 
when I had about 160 jumps.  
The rest is history.  
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What do you think about 4-
Way VRW introduction to 
Nationals?
- Sweet!  It’s a good move for 
freeflying to take away subjective 
judging in competition.  It’s hard 
so it will limit the amount of  
competitors.  To be that good, 
you have to jump all the time.
Who is your 4-way Role 
Model?  Why?
- Melanie Curtis because she was 
instrumental for my progression 
into 4-way because she cared.  
She was also my first tunnel 
coach.
How did you get your team 
name?
- We though speedy kids was silly 
so we just call ourselves Elsinore 
Gravity.
What does 4-way mean to 
you?
- It’s an opportunity to compete at 
a top level in a sport.  I’m an ath-
lete, however this is the first time 
I’m doing it at top level.
Who is your overall skydiving 
role model?
Ian Bobo and Shannon Pilcher, 
what they are doing is amazing.

Photo by Mike McGowan

* * * *   

AUTHOR TIDBITS
Behind the Scenes

It takes a lot of hard work and 
logistic planning to run a USPA 
Nationals. 

First, a drop zone must bid 18 
months prior (used to be July 
of the previous year) to the 
USPA Board of Directors stat-

ing that you meet certain re-
quirements to host the Nation-
als.  After each drop zone pre-
sents their bid, the BOD’s then 
decide and vote who should 
win the bid.  

After a Drop Zone has been 
awarded the privilege to host 
the event, the hard work be-
gins.

Dates, medals, staff, manifest, 
administration, media, clean up 
crew, fuelers, loaders, registra-
tion, goodie bags, logo design, 
t-shirt design, order t-shirts, 
web-site, day-to-day, aircraft, 
pilots, briefings, multi-plane 
jump runs, fuel, radios, judges, 
judges booths, cables/cords, 
technical support, food, ban-
quets, vendors, sponsors, sup-
plies, Omni Skore, shuttle driv-
ers, and much, much more has 
to be organized in a timely 
manner to have ready by the 
time Nationals is ready for go-
time.  

There are many people dele-
gated to oversee certain as-
pects to ensure each piece is 
put together for the event. 

During Nationals, it’s all about 
set-up and problem solving.  
Running to town, posting rules 
and finally welcoming everyone 
to the DZ for competition.

There are many people here at 
Skydive Arizona who’ve helped 
put this together.  So a big 
warm thank you to all the staff 
and those lending a helping 
hand whose hard work is about 
to pay off for a fantastic USPA 
Nationals Competition!

** Big Applause! **

* * * * 

WIND TUNNEL AND 
COMPETITION
*IMPORTANT NOTE*

National competitors are NOT 
allowed to fly in the tunnel 
after the draw in their event.  
They are allowed to fly again 
one hour after the last event 
round scores are posted (if 
there is no protest).  

If a competitor is in two 
events, they still have to wait 
until the last events rounds 
scores are posted to either 
jump or fly in the tunnel.  

If one event finished an hour 
ago and their next event draw 
is later that night, they may fly 
in the tunnel until the draw 
has been done.  

If a National Competitor enters 
the glass wind chamber, they 
will be disqualified in their 
event.  

Please see Brian Burke for 
further questions regarding 
this issue.

* * * *

Do you have an idea for an article in the 
newsletter, the “Spotlight”?  Do you 
want to write an article??  Please see 
Melissa Nelson if  you’d like contribute 
your ideas.

Thank you!
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