
KEVIN KEENAN
(Pictured with Jimbo Bolton on left)

Have you ever been interested in do-
ing CRW?  Wonder what makes CRW 
dogs a little different than freefall sky-
divers? Well we’ll take a quick glimpse 
into this fascinating event with Kevin 
Keenan hailing all the way from Titus-
ville, Florida (along with his fellow 
CRW dogs).
HOME DZ:  Skydive Space Center
EVENT:  CF 8-Way Speed
JUMPS:  3100
WRAPS:  Uncountable - You might 
get into a wrap and get out of it before 
you have to cutaway (called a “whirlie-
gig”).  I only had to cutaway 6 or eight 
times
TEAM:  CREWZIN
Why do you choose CRW over all 
other disciplines?
- Well I started in the ‘ole days when 
they didn’t have special canopies to 
do CRW.  We would just do CRW after 
an RW jump.  And I do RW, Freefly 
and Wingsuit Flying too.
Which Canopy Formation Event do 
you compete in?
-Mainly 8-Way Speed.  It’s awesome.  
It’s like a drag race where you have to 
precision, parallel park in the end in 
your slot.
What makes CRW so different than 
the freefall skydivers?  
- CRW is such a small community.  
Since there are few CRW people, my 
team is made up of people from Indi-
ana, North Carolina, New York and 
both coasts of Florida (and the plastic 
frog mascot is from China).  Also, it’s 
more intimate - you crash into each 
other, poke fingers in each others 
eyes, put our butts in other’s faces... 
it’s like the rugby of skydiving.
Shireen Khavari - CRW is like a mar-
riage.  Also, when someone looses a 

canopy, everyone pitches in to help 
buy a new canopy.
Jimbo Bolton - Even if we’re on a 
different team, we do a lot of canopy 
swaping.
Annie Dekoker - We’re a family.  We 
trust our lives to someone else.  And 
we work together.
Kevin -  We’re the “down-trodding-
outcast of skydiving.”  So we got to 
stick together. 
Wrap Story?
At the 2004 Nationals we had a 3-Way 
wrap and we all had to cutaway.  It 
was so embarrassing.  They told us 
not to do it again.
Skydiving Mentor?
- BJ Worth because he’s a well-
rounded skydiver.
Shout Out - “Hi to all our friends at 
Carolina Sky Sports, Skydive City (Z-
hills) and Space Center!”

Ever wonder what goes on in a judge’s  
head when they’re judging multiple 
rounds of formation skydiving?  Well 
meet another judge and see what it’s 
like living life behind the “fishbowl.”

    MARY BETH KOOLHAAS

HOME DZ:  Skydive Perris
JUMPS:  875
JUDGE:  Formation Skydiving, Can-
opy Formation, 4-Way VRW
What is it like being a judge?
- It’s a lot of fun and exciting.  I feel 
bad to bust a team on points, however 
feel good to help a team improve for 

their next jumps so they don’t repeat 
the same mistakes.
What’s it like behind the “fishbowl” 
(the judges room)?
- Once in a while it’s a little stressful.  
The noise can be distracting.  But so 
far things have gone real smooth.  We 
had a few computer glitches but that’s 
normal with electronics.
How did you become a judge?
I couldn’t afford to compete and Judy 
asked me if I would be interested.  So 
I started helping at competitions since 
1997 and next I did all the steps in 
getting the rating.  
What do you think about the intro-
duction of VRW?
I helped judge VRW 4-Way at last 
year’s Nationals and it was a new 
challenge.  It’s a little harder to judge.  
We saw the videographer has the 
hardest job to see all the grips.  They 
have a whole new way to fly.  And I 
like challenges and the people are fun.  
Shout Out - “Hello to Michaela and 
Justice.  The Golden Knights miss that 
you’re not here!”

     JON McCOLLUM
(Pictured with, on left, Freefly Teammate D.J. 
Hatton and VRW teammate Shannon Kidd)

It used to be called “the dark side” of 
skydiving.  Now after a few years, 
Freeflying has a little respect and a lot 
of fun loving people supporting the 
discipline.  Let’s meet Jon McCollum 
all the way from Dallas, TX to see how 
they do it cowboy style!
HOME DZ:  Skydive Dallas
TEAM:  VIBE (Freefly Open), 4-Way 
VRW
JUMPS: 3500



Why do you choose freefly over all 
the other disciplines?
It’s more challenging, more fun and 
visually pleasing.  It’s also not a disci-
pline everyone can do.
Do you ever do RW?
Yes.  I’ve done a couple hundred RW 
jumps, mostly big-ways.  (However 
the only point turning I do is vertical.)
What do you think about the intro-
duction of 4-Way VRW?
I’m stoked about it!  It’s the next step 
in the evolution in freeflying - develop-
ing precision flying skills.
How did you get your team name?
VIBE stands for - Vertically Inspired 
Body Expression.  We like to have fun 
and create a spread the love environ-
ment.  
Who is your skydiving mentor?
- Jeff “Skippy” Kimbrell because he 
one of the first people I saw swoop 
and that’s what got me hooked into 
skydiving - parachutes, not freefall.
Shout Out - “Hi to Rob Stanley.  He’s 
a cool cat I don’t get to see to often.”

* * * *

WEATHER
(According to www.Weather.com)

TODAY 10.23.06
*  Sunny
*  High 77F;  Low 63F

TOMORROW 10.24.06
*  Showers
*  High 78F;  Low 58F
* Winds - ESE 5 mph
* SUNRISE:  6:37 a.m.
* SUNSET:  5:43 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 10.25.06
*  Mostly Sunny
*  High 82F; Low 56F
* Winds - N, W 4 mph
* SUNRISE:  6:38 a.m.
* SUNSET:  5:42 p.m.

Nationals Newbie
By Kim Pothuisje

For many, this is the latest of 
several times they have at-
tended the USPA Nationals, 
whether as an athlete, as team 
support, or as a manufacturer 
representative.  Most of you will 
quickly fall into the rhythm of 
what you do, while some of us 
who are new to all this, will 
make it up as we go along.

This is my first visit to Nationals 
(sorry, I can’t afford beer for all 
of you!) and to Skydive Arizona.  
To hear about this event and to 
see pictures truly does not do it 
service.  To be here, in the mid-
dle of it all, at such an incredible 
facility, is both exciting and sur-
real.

It is exciting to see everyone so 
focused on what they must do, 
teams so in tune with one an-
other, and their supporters 
working so hard to make sure 
they have whatever they need 
when they need it.  There is 
also massive, finely tuned, 
behind-the-scenes activity going 
on with the DZ staff that makes 
such a difference and probably 
goes largely unnoticed.

It is surreal being surrounded 
by the talent, drive, and energy 
of the competitors here.  These 
are people who have committed 
their time, creativity, and in-
come to being the best.  They 
are the ambassadors of our 
sport to the non-skydiving world 
and are the inspiration for those 
striving to become better sky-
divers.

All of this comes together with 
friends, old and new, enjoying 
each day as it comes.  USPA Na-
tionals 2006 at Skydive Arizona 
presents an incredible atmos-
phere with serious competition, 
smiling faces, laughter, and ca-
maraderie that is such a pleas-
ure to be a part of.

* * * *

VRW 4-WAY – What’s 
been happening in 2006?

by eric deren

VRW 4-Way has seen a tremendous 
growth in 2006.  From only one 
training team in 2005, there are 
now seven training VRW 4-Way 
teams.

Altinex, including fliers Pfnur, Or-
tiz, Gershfeld, McCormick, and 
Knight on camera have been train-
ing in Eloy.

Arizona Arsenal, including fliers 
Chmelecki, Curtis, Peters, Losey, 
Bennett on camera have been train-
ing in Eloy.

CK5 members Emmet, Yonatan 
Ran, Dunker, Neel, and Trantor 
have been training in Crosskeys.
Elsinore Eclipse, including fliers 
Meeker, Salcone, Malchiodi, Galli, 
and Amerini have been training in 
Elsinore.

Team Mandrin, including members 
Brown, Starck, Deren, Pinyon, and 
Buckland on camera have been 



training at Skydive The Farm in 
Georgia.

 

Sebastian 5, including members 
Harris, Hennessy, Jerusalem, Celi-
cout, Seaton on camera have been 
training in Sebastian.

Vibe 4-way, including fliers 
McCollum, Chouinard, Hatton, 
Kidd and Chapman have been 
training in Dallas.

In addition to these teams, there are 
4 other teams anticipated to com-
pete on Friday, which would be 
over 50 competitors.

* * * *

Want to give a Shout Out in the daily 
newsletter, the Spotlight?  Want to tell 
me about your favorite team (no mat-
ter what discipline)?  Want to tell me 
what you think about VRW 4-Way at 
Nationals or who do you think will win 
each event??
Just e-mail me (melissa nelson) at 
SDASpotlight@yahoo.com or see me 
running around the DZ with my little 
notebook and be a part of the USPA 
Nationals!

Who’s in First?  
It’s all going on at

www.OmniSkore.com!!

* * * *

SAFETY INFORMATION
By Brandon Atwood

(This is a repeat from previous articles, 
however it is important that this news is 
fresh and passed on to competitors arriv-
ing at later dates.)

The landing direction in the Main 
landing area is straight East or straight 
West only, determined by the first per-
son to land from your load.  Hopefully 
this person chooses to land which ever 
direction is mostly into the wind.  If 
you do not like the direction this per-
son has chosen then you can land 
anywhere in our vast desert.  Your 
canopy might get a little dirty but that 
is nothing another skydive won’t fix.  
 
The landing direction in the South 
landing area is straight North or 
straight South.  The same rules apply 
here as in the Main landing area.  
 
We have a very busy week ahead of 
us.  We plan on having an Otter drop-
ping every four minutes.  Everyone 
needs to be on top of their game.  
Keep your eyes open and make every 
decision a smart and safe one.  

Also, leave your egos at home.  This 
competition is not about how close 
you can land to the mock-up or how 
cool you can swoop.  We all know you 
guys are awesome - that is why you 
are here.  Focus your energy in freefall 
and making it to the ground safely.   

SAFETY TIPS

1 - Do Not Cross The Runway Below 
500 Feet (or 156 meters)

2 - NO FLY ZONE  - Above the wind 
tunnel or directly above DZ facilities 
below 500 feet (156 meters)

3 - Follow First Person Down

4 - Runway Is Fenced Off

5 -  There are logs and solar lights 
along the road to the wind tunnel.

Oh yeah, don’t forget to have fun.   

* * * *

ATTENTION COMPETITORS
Important Notice About the 
Wind Tunnel

National competitors are NOT allowed to 
fly in the tunnel after the draw in their 
event.  They are allowed to fly again one 
hour after the last rounds scores are 
posted (if there is no protest).  

If they are in two events, they still have to 
wait until the last event’s round scores are 
posted to either jump or fly in the tunnel.  

If one event finished an hour ago and their 
next event draw is later that night, they 
may fly in the tunnel until the draw has 
been done.  

If a National Competitor enters the cham-
ber, they will be disqualified in their event.

* * * * 
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